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In response to North Dakota crop damage from floods:

DORGAN & CONRAD WIN $450 MILLION FOR FARM
DISASTER AID AS SENATE CONSIDERS AG APPROPRIATIONS

(WASHINGTON, D.C.) — U.S. Senator Byron Dorgan and Kent Conrad won Senate
passage Thursday for an amendment that will make $450 million available for emergency disaster aid to
farmers battling natural disasters, primarily floods in North Dakota and Minnesota, and drought
throughout the South. The amendment was adopted during Senate consideration of the Agriculture
Appropriations bill, which also included Dorgan’s amendment lifting food and medicine sanctions
against Cuba and other rogue nations. That legislation could open significant new markets for farm
products.

Dorgan and Conrad were joined by members of the Senate whose states have been hit by
severe weather in sponsoring the disaster aid amendment, which was adopted by unanimous consent
after being included in a package of amendments put forward by the bill’s floor manager Senator Thad
Cochran.

“According to officials in North Dakota, at least 1.7 million acres of crops have been lost or
damaged as a result of severe storms this summer that dumped as much as 18 inches of rain on the Red
River Valley in just a day and a half,” Dorgan said. “While we battle floods, farmers in a number of
southern states are fighting to survive severe drought. These natural disasters come at a time when
prolonged price collapse and more than five years of other weather related crop disasters have already
created great difficulty for family farmers who are struggling to survive. Clearly, Congress must act.”

“This was a major victory for our farmers who have been hit by disaster and flooding,” Senator
Conrad said. “We faced strong opposition from Senator Phil Gramm and Senator John McCain who
attempted to derail this assistance We made the case that Congress has a responsibility to help out
when any state or region is hit by natural disaster. Our colleagues agreed after a spirited debate,”
Conrad said.

The disaster aid would be available for all crops – including speciality crops –  and cover
quantity, quality and severe economic losses. In addition to losses from flooded lands, the amendment
also makes funds available for weather related conditions, including crop losses due to scab, sclerotinia,
aflatoxin and other crop diseases associated with the weather. 

Dorgan noted that the Agriculture Appropriations bill already includes money to help livestock
producers struggling to survive natural disasters. “We strongly support that assistance, as well,” Dorgan
said, “and believe it is just as important to help producers who have suffered crop losses. The damage
is just as deep and the need is just as great.”

The bill, which the Senate approved in a 79-13 vote,  now goes to a House-Senate conference
committee which will work out differences between House and Senate versions of the bill.
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